Madison Park Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on May 18, 2009
Madison Park Bath House

Community Members present: Paul Dobrin, Kathleen Stearns, Jenefer Hutchins, Bryan Tagas, Solveig Thomson, Doug Berry, Jean Carlson, Bruce Brown, Alyson Rieke, and Kate Hoyt.
Board Members present: Diana Baldwin, Ed Lewin, Alice Lanczos, Jim Quigg, Sherry Henderson, Gail Irving, David Hutchins, Jim Hagan, Melanie O’Dell, Nancy Dobrin, Hoby Douglass, and Ken Myrabo.
Meeting Agenda:
· Board Member Elections

· Communications Committee

· Pedestrian Safety

· Street End Committee

· Streetscape Committee

· Land Use Committee
· Wireless Network
· Park Update
· General Business 
Board Member Elections: MPCC President Ken Myrabo thanked Peggy Wilton and Jim Hagan for their service, noting that they have decided to leave the board at the expiration of their term of service.  Ed Lewin, Jim Quigg, and Ken Myrabo were elected to an additional term of service.  Doug Berry was elected as a new Board Member.  The following 15 people are MPCC’s Board Members:
	Diana Baldwin

Doug Berry

Linda Cody

Nancy Dobrin

Hoby Douglass
	Sherry Henderson

David Hutchins

Gail Irving

Alice Lanczos

Ed Lewin
	Ken Myrabo

Kathleen O'Connor

Melanie O'Dell

Jim Quigg

Don Sorensen


Communications: Committee Chair Kate Hoyt reported that the latest edition of the online newsletter is with the publisher distribution to the email subscribers.  Her committee is working on the design of the new website that will combine the websites of MPCC and Madison Park’s Business Association.

Pedestrian Safety: Committee Chair Alice Lanczos reported that SDOT will install the median crosswalk sign at McGilvra and Madison after they recover from recent layoffs in their department and have time to complete the work.  The sign was purchased with a grant from Historic Madison Park.  The white arrows painted on the street in front of Tully’s will be relocated to a better location.  The speed radar sign that was installed is working well.
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Street End Park Committee: Committee Chair Kathleen Stearns reported on the following achievements and activities of her nine-month old committee: researching land use and property rights; removal of encroachments from public land; replacement of broken wood planks on dock; investigation of bus usage along 43rd; cooperation with condo association neighboring the Villa Marina apartments; discussion of issues with neighborhood businesses; communication with parks department, SDOT, and DNR; beginning applications for “small and simple” grants from city; and proposing redesign of parking to SDOT.  Most recently, the committee has requested the removal of “No Parking” signs and trash bins located on the north side of the public street.
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Streetscape Committee: Committee Chair Jim Hagan reported that the committee was formed two years ago with Carol Simon and Alice Lanczos to work with Historic Madison Park on beautification efforts along the streets.  The committee tries to avoid tree removal while still repairing the streets and making them safer for walking.  Grants have been applied for and awarded for numerous projects that have repaired cracked and bulging concrete sidewalks.  City representative, Liz Ellis, plans to remove the tree in front of the Madison street-side entrance door to Starbucks.  It was suggested that MPCC should receive prior written notification before the city plans the removal of any trees, and perhaps MPCC could perform an audit of all the trees to ensure their preservation.
Land Use Committee: Committee Chair Gail Irving reported on the latest news regarding the megahouse recently constructed on McGilvra.  Linda Cody is providing MPCC with reports on construction plans along McGilvra on the south side of the Seattle Tennis Club.  Bryan Tagas asked how residents can play a role in the process.  It was noted that City Council members have worked with MPCC on the monitoring the construction of so called “megahouses” and “skinny houses” in Madison Park.  A cooking school was removed from the neighborhood thanks to residents’ efforts.  
Wireless Network: Ken Myrabo reported that this initiative is a hold as technologies go through a transition from the G network to the N network.  In addition to providing wireless coverage in the central Madison Park area, this project may also increase safety by adding cameras.  They would be located in the beach, tennis court, and street areas. 

[image: image3.jpg]



Graffiti: Ken Myrabo reported that he devoted 250 hours over the past twelve months to cleaning up graffiti in Madison Park.  Business Association President Terry Short is working to clean up and fight the graffiti on the dumpsters in the alleys.  The house located at the corner of 42nd and Newton needs to be cleaned up and protected from graffiti.  The Shell station has also been a recent graffiti victim.
Park Update: Ken Myrabo reported that Lola McKee donated metal labels so that the plants in the renovated playground park can be identified by park-goers.  He has requested that someone who is more knowledgeable with plants take charge of this initiative.  Diana Baldwin inquired whether there would be plaques installed on the benches.  It appears that donators have been recognized by the engraving their names on the new stone wall.

General Business: 

· MPCC is changing from a 501c4 to a 501c3.  An attorney was hired for $1,500 to draft and process the new by-laws. 
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Thanks to a solicitation from Lola McKee to her customers, $900 was raised to support the efforts of MPCC.  Ken Myrabo donated a box of books to the book sale planned for late July.

· Jean Carlson gave a presentation on the Free Elections Now Act.  At the end of last year, she discussed her voter registration efforts with the council.  Her goal is to promote discussion of publically funded political campaigns.  The effort is being pushed at both the state level and the federal level.  
· Bryan Tagas was introduced so he could announce his creation of a blog that explores issues concerning the residents of Madison Park.  Bryan’s insights and observations can be read at http://madisonparkblogger.blogspot.com.
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