Madison Park Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on June 15, 2009
Madison Park Bath House

Community Members present: Kathleen Stearns, Bryan Tagas, Solveig Thomson, Jay Shin, Jan Maloney, Maurice Cooper, Lola McKee, Don Petit, Cate Petit, Chris Blanchett, Lindy Wishard, Jim Hagan, John Hansen, Neil Murphy, Bob Peterson, and Lynn Peterson.
Board Members present: Diana Baldwin, Ed Lewin, Jim Quigg, Gail Irving, David Hutchins, Melanie O’Dell, Nancy Dobrin, Hoby Douglass, Ken Myrabo, Don Sorensen, Kathleen O’Connor, Linda Cody, and Doug Berry.
Meeting Agenda:
· Public Safety

· Streetscape Committee

· Officers Elections
· Budget Report

· Street End Committee

· Communications Committee

· Land Use Committee
· Fundraising

· Pedestrian Safety

· General Business 
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Public Safety: Ken Myrabo introduced Madison Park resident Don Petit.  Don invited Seattle Police Sergeant Jay Shin to share information about public safety:  
· Break-ins and prowling are more of a problem during the hot summer, because homeowners leave their windows and doors open.  
· During the summer months, high school students spend more time in public parks.  

· Burglaries usually occur during the middle of the day.  
· Car prowlers tend to focus on more affluent neighborhoods.
· The police want citizens to call 911 if they are not sure whether to call (better safe than sorry).

If someone looks suspicious, residents are encouraged to call 911.  Police presence is driven by 911 calls.  Sergeant Shin gave an example of a good 911 call, “I see someone outside my home who does not live in our neighborhood.  The person appears to be casing cars or houses.”  Hoby Douglass noted that residents should not racially profile.
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Streetscape: Jim Hagan reported that the city does post public notices before removing any trees.  
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The tree in front Scoop Du Jour was saved, and the city does not plan to remove the tree in front of Starbucks.  New trees were planted at 41st and Garfield.  Meeting participants opposed the removal of the tree in front of Starbucks, and generally supported the saving of trees.  The city is planning to spread quarter minus gravel in the tree pits, and also install bike racks.  MPCC supported these initiatives.
Officers Elections: The following officers were unanimously elected:

· President: Ken Myrabo

· First Vice President: Alice Lanczos

· Second Vice President: Hoby Douglass

· Treasurer: Don Sorensen

· Secretary: Jim Quigg

Board Member Ed Lewin announced his intention to step down from the board, as he will be moving.  
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Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Don Sorensen presented his 2009 budget, and it was unanimously accepted.  Don reported that MPCC should enjoy a surplus this year.  We are ahead of schedule for revenue.  Don said that the Treasurer’s Report will be up-to-date and accurate each month.  Attorney, Judy Andrews, was hired for $1,500 to assist MPCC with becoming a 501c3 non-profit organization.  Judy is currently revising the purposes section in the MPCC bylaws so they are more in line with the IRS requirements.
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Waterfront Park Expansion Committee: Committee Chair Kathleen Stearns reported that her committee is planning to organize community forums to solicit ideas from residents for an expanded waterfront park.  Though their condo development plans may be currently suspended, Kathleen said that her committee is still working with the owners of Villa Marina to remove their “PrivateParking” signs and keep their trash cans on their property.  The committee met with the neighboring condo about both Villa Marina’s condo development and the possible expansion of the waterfront park to include the waterfront property that they lease from the Dept. of Natural Resources.
Communications: Committee Co-Chair Lindy Wishard reported on continuing efforts to combine MPCC’s website with the website of Madison Park’s Business Association.  Lindy’s redesigned website looks great, and she publishes a great newsletter with Kate Hoyt.
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Land Use Committee: Committee Chair Gail Irving reported on her meeting with Terry Short, the president of the Business Association.  Gail voiced a concern about the sandwich board signs that are cluttering Madison Street.  They are illegal in Seattle outside designated areas along Broadway, Pike Place Market, and Pioneer Square.  Terry is going to discuss the issue with the neighborhood businesses.  The large, new Chase bank sign is bothering many residents.  Lola McKee recalled that Bank of America was persuaded to change their sign, and she suggested that Chase might be willing to reconsider the appearance of their sign.  Jan Maloney is trying to have the John L Scott Realty sign removed from the “Welcome to Madison Park” sign at the intersection of Madison and Lake Washington Blvd.
Fundraising: Linda Cody is reaching out to community members to raise donations for MPCC.  Lola already did a great job of bringing in contributions from her customers.  Key Myrabo is adding a solicitation in the Madison Park Times.  Kathleen O’Connor volunteered to help, possibly through a program similar to the Entertainment Books.  Lindy asked for more volunteers to join with her in exploring ideas.  The upcoming Book Sale will be scheduled soon.
Pedestrian Safety: Ken Myrabo said that people continue to steal the crossing flags that cost $3.50 each to replace.  Over 100 flags have been stolen so far.  The median crosswalk sign is still in Ken’s house, ready for installation by the city.  
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General Business: 

· Jan Maloney announced a candidate forum for people running for local office in the city. 
· Lola reported that the van parked in front of the waterfront park does have a city permit to operate a business there.  Community members generally disapprove of the van as a noisy, unwanted competitor for the neighborhood businesses.  The city defended the van’s right to operate its business with a permit.
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