Madison Park Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting of March 16, 2009
Madison Park Bath House

Community Members present: Lola McKee, Maurice Cooper, Lindy Wishard, Paul Dobrin, Kathleen Stearns, Kate Hoyt, Carol Simon, Terry Short, Joan Wilson, and Michel Belden.

Board Members present: Diana Baldwin, Ed Lewin, Linda Cody, Ken Myrabo, Alice Lanczos, Jim Quigg, Sherry Henderson, Peggy Wilton, Don Sorensen, Hoby Douglass, Gail Irving, Kathleen O’Connor, and Nancy Dobrin,
Meeting Agenda:
· Streetscape Committee

· Waterfront Park Expansion Committee

· Communications Committee

· Pedestrian Safety

· Land Use Committee
· Bank of America triangle update
· Park Update

· Wireless Network

· General Business 
Streetscape Committee: Carol Simon talked with Liz Ellis and learned that one tree was scheduled for removal in front of Starbucks.  Zero trees would be removed from the other side of the street in front of Wells Fargo.  Carol said that she will ask Liz about the possibility of investing more money to plant large trees.  All trees that are removed will be replaced. 
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It was suggested that the Madison Park businesses should be informed when the City is planning to work in front of their stores.  Efforts will be made to ensure that prior notification is made to Terry Short, President of the Madison Park Business Association.

Waterfront Park Expansion Committee: Kathleen Stearns reported on a meeting with Pam Kliment of the Seattle Parks and Recreation Department.  The meeting focused on the City’s internal procedures and grant application processes.  Due to the high expense of this project, the decision was made to divide the project into smaller, more manageable parts.  The intersection at Madison Street and 43rd Avenue East should be more navigable for drivers and walkers.  There also is a goal to increase the beauty and safety of the street end area.  This project will probably involve closing off the street end at 43rd Avenue East.
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MPCC has paid $250 to landscape architect, Tom Zachary, for his past services.  The council unanimously approved an additional payment of $1,000 from the following sources: 

· $150 from MPCC general funds
· $500 from Historic Madison Park grant

· $350 from private donors

Communications Committee: Kate Hoyt and Lindy Wishard are completing the publication of the March edition of MPCC’s online newsletter.  Discussions are continuing with the Madison Park Business Association regarding the combination of their domain name with MPCC’s domain name.  Terry Short includes the website in all printed materials for the Madison Park Business Association.
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Pedestrian Safety: Ken Myrabo reported on the installation of the median crosswalk sign on Madison Street between Well Fargo and Starbucks.  The sign is bolted to the street, but will break away if a car runs into it.  The goal is to slow down traffic.  
MPCC is continuing to fund the crosswalk flags, and encourages residents to help move flags so they are available on both sides of the street for pedestrians to use.
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Land Use Committee: Gail Irving found a new website to monitor construction in our neighborhood.  There has been a permit application made for the construction of a 7,800 square foot home.  The application was made by a neighbor of Linda Cody, and she led a discussion of the project.  Kathleen O’Connor offered to ask Richard Conlin about the application.  Seattle does not have a time limit on construction projects, but probably should.  Linda is going to search for more information about the house construction project.  Kathleen is going to look into time limits on these types of construction projects so that they do not disturb neighbors for too long.
Park Update: Ken Myrabo is investigating prices for plant labels.  Each plant would have a label with a number that would be referenced back to a master list.  The plan is the follow the plant labeling system used by the Arboretum and UW.

Wireless Network: Ken Myrabo did not have any new updates on this project.  The goal is to deploy a wireless internet network along Madison Street in the business area.

General Business: 
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Lindy Wishard is spearheading a fundraising campaign.  Lindy suggested a plant sale, but postponed the sale after Peggy Wilton discussed the difficulties associated with gathering enough well rooted, healthy plants.  Lindy offered numerous ideas:

· cupcake sale

· rummage sale

· book sale

· raffle

· pancake breakfast

· spaghetti dinner
Lola McKee liked the ideas of a pig roast or a book sale.  Lola also recommended the distribution of brochures throughout the neighborhood.  Kathleen suggested square dancing.  Lindy also suggested a walking rummage sale that would cover the entire Madison Park neighborhood.  Alice Lanczos said that the projects suggested would be more community building than significant fund raising.  In the past, a direct appeal for fund raising raised about $6,000 in outright donations, and another $2,000 was raised via an insert included with Lola’s monthly customer billings. So a direct appeal for money does work.  Therefore, MPCC should focus these events on community building first, and fund-raising as an added piece.
· Don Sorensen talked with an attorney and determined that reincorporation is the best option for creating a 501c3.  Linda Cody said the goal should be to create a 501c3 before the annual meeting in May.  Don said that donation could be accepted while the 501c3 application is in process.
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Maurice Cooper gave his report on the 520 bridge.  There is a meeting set for March 24th with Governor Gregoire and a select group of advocates.  MPCC is pushing the “K” plan. Federal money of $140,000,000 has been granted for a trial project of doing early tolling.  This would spread out the pain and size of tolls required over time to fund the bridge. Tolling both bridges will bring the cost down and also avoid congesting I-90 even more.  Mercer Island immediately objected to tolling I-90.
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