Madison Park Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting on July 20, 2009
Madison Park Bath House

Community Members present: Kathleen Stearns, Maurice Cooper, Gene Brandzel, Lola McKee, Solveig Thomson, Jim Hagan, Carol Simon, Irene Sorensen, and Joan Wilson.     
Board Members present: Diana Baldwin, Gail Irving, Hoby Douglass, Kathleen O’Connor, Alice Lanczos, Linda Cody, Melanie O’Dell, Sherry Henderson, Nancy Dobrin, Doug Berry, Jim Quigg, and Don Sorensen.   
Meeting Agenda:
· Neighborhood Beautification

· Children’s Park
· Treasurer’s Report

· Fundraising

· LOLA Committee

· Streetscape Committee

· Pedestrian Safety

· General Business 

Public Safety: Gene Brandzel invited everyone to help him cut back blackberry bushes.  He organized a trimming session for the morning of August 8th.  Alice Lanczos noted that MPCC joined with other groups in 2004 to remove the blackberry bushes behind the Russian consulate.  
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Children’s Park: Diana Baldwin pointed out that the planting in the southeast and east corners of the park still needed to be completed.  Mike Culwell will be asked about the landscaping and about the plaques for the people who made donations.  

MPCC hosted a booth during Madison Park days.  Linda Cody and Kathleen O’Connor set up the booth with donated water bottles.  Ken Myrabo and Alice Lanczos answered questions about meeting minutes that were displayed on poster boards.
Treasurer’s Report: Don Sorensen reported that MPCC’s new articles of incorporation have officially been filed by Judy Andrews, the attorney that MPCC hired for $1,500.  MPCC will change from a 501c4 lobbying organization to a 501c3 tax-deductible organization.  Given three alternatives, MPCC voted to dissolve the 501c4 and reincorporate.
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Fundraising: Linda Cody mailed 30 letters to residents to solicit donations.  On September 26th, MPCC will host a fundraiser at The Bathhouse from 10am to 4pm.  People can buy used books, cds, and dvds.  Park Postal offered to be a drop-off location for donated books.  Joan Wilson said that  Civil War reenactment will take place on that same day, but should not interfere with MPCC’s event.


Melanie O’Dell offered to help by selling original paintings from residents at Park Shore.  Kathleen Stearns and Lola McKee suggested that MPCC publish a calendar that includes artwork from Madison Park.  Lola also noted that artwork would be sold in the windows of businesses by Allied Arts, an organization that supports arts for the youth.
LOLA committee: Chair Kathleen Stearns reported on progress by her “Love Our Lake Access” committee.  They are now in the grant-writing phase.  The next step is to hire a landscape designer.  They will apply for “small and simple” $15,000 grants.  They will need to match the city’s money with donations of time and money from supporters.  Kathleen said that developers have suspended their plans to tear down the Villa Marina and build a condo.  Her committee’s goal is to beautify the street end and reclaim the public land for the community’s enjoyment.    
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Streetscape Committee: Carol Simon reported that the committee met with Liz Ellis and discussed the final phase of the city’s street repairs.  Lisa Taylor-Molitch wrote the original grant application to the city for monies to repair sidewalks along Madison Street.


The LOLA committee may also apply to the city for support and funding to close off the street end at 43rd Avenue East.  The city now has funding to replace the sidewalks in front of Starbucks and Wells Fargo.  The city plans to remove two trees and replace them with paperbark maples.  

Meeting participants asked if the trees really needed to be removed, and whether the city would plant paperback maples in the same locations as the trees that are removed.  Carol Simon said that the city did not need permission from the neighborhoods to remove trees.  Nevertheless, she will request written specifics from Liz Ellis.
Pedestrian Safety: During Madison Park Days, the Business Association sold t-shirts to buy more crosswalks flags.  The flags cost $3.50 each.  Ken Myrabo reported that the city took the median crosswalk sign so they can install it.

Triangle Park: Jim Hagan used a pressure washer to clean Triangle Park in front of Bing’s restaurant.  Lola McKee offered recommendations for resources to beautify the neighborhood.  Meeting participants discussed options for preventing people from tossing their cigarettes in the bushes.  Strong opposition to the city’s installation of parking meters was reiterated.  
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